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What Timeframe?

2025 Calendar 
Year 

(January – December)

Intensive English Program (IEP) Survey

Who is Counted?

International 
students enrolled in 

a U.S. intensive 
English program

Who is Surveyed?

Over 600 U.S. 
intensive English 

programs that 
enrolled 

international 
students
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Colleges and 
Universities 

Independent 
Providers

Affiliated with 
Higher Education 

Institutions 

Independent 
Providers 

Not Affiliated with 
Higher Education 

Institutions 

Intensive English Program (IEP) Survey

Who is Surveyed?

Over 600 U.S. 
intensive English 

programs that 
enrolled 

international 
students
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76%

7%

17%

IEPs: Number of Institutions by Program Type

Governed by college or 
university

Independent provider 
affiliated with HEI

Independent provider not 
affiliated with HEI

83% affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)
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66,033 international 
students at 325 IEPs 
studied intensive 
English in calendar 
year 2025, which 
reflects a 5% decrease.
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International IEP Student Enrollment

43,580

133,335

66,033
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33%

7%

60%

IEPs: Student Enrollment by Program Type

Governed by college or 
university

Independent provider 
affiliated with HEI

Independent provider not 
affiliated with HEI

40% of students are at an IEP 
affiliated with a higher education 
institution (HEI)
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IEPs: Student Enrollment, 2024 & 2025

33%

7%

60%

39%

7%

54%

2024 2025

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

-17%

+6%
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International students 
at IEPs studied 
intensive English for 
709,705 student-weeks 
in calendar year 2025.
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International IEP Student-Week Enrollment

557,311

1,993,917

709,705

0

300,000

600,000

900,000

1,200,000

1,500,000

1,800,000

2,100,000

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025



opendoorsdata.org #OpenDoorsReport#NAFSA2026

❶ Japan 13%

❷ France 10%

❸ Italy 8%

❹ China 7%

❺ Brazil 7%

❻ South Korea 5%

❼ Colombia 4%

❽ Saudi Arabia 3%

❾ Germany 3%

❿ Vietnam 3%

IEP Top Places of Origin in 2025
% of Total
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IEP Top Places of Origin 2025 by Program Type

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, Overture Maps Fundation, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing
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IEP Top Places of Origin 2025 by Program Type

96%

98%
64%

39%
37%

30%

11%
24%

83%
62%

70%
61%

36%

61%
63%

70%

89%
76%

96%

17%
38%

30%
39%

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia

Mexico

Colombia

Brazil

Germany

Italy

France

Vietnam

South Korea

China

Japan

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)
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Predominant mode of studyStudents by World Region

2%

3%

2%

32%

38%

35%

29%

29%

36%

25%

22%

21%

12%

8%

6%2025

Africa, 
Sub-Saharan

EuropeAsia Middle East & 
North Africa

Latin America & 
Caribbean

2023

2021
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5

13

7

17

Average IEP Weeks by Program Type

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Full Time

Full Time

Part Time

Part Time
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IEP Enrollments by State

New York
California

500 - 999

≥ 3,000

Data not available

1,000 – 2,999

Florida
Massachusetts
Hawaii

15,694
13,543

6,961
6,250
3,383

≤ 499

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing
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55%

5%

38%

2%

2023

49%

2%

46%

3%

2025

Students by Visa Status, 2023 - 2025

F Visa B Visa & Visa WaiverJ Visa Other Visas

54%

3%

41%

2%

2024
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63%
5%

27%

5%

IEP Students by Visa Status by Program Type

40%

<1%

59%

1%

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

F Visa

B Visa & 
Visa Waiver

J Visa

Other Visas
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71%

9%

17%

3%

37%

<1%

62%

1%

IEP Students by Visa Status by Program Type, 2023 - 2025

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

F Visa B Visa & Visa WaiverJ Visa Other Visas

63%5%

27%

5%
202520242023

40%

<1%

59%

1%

68%
6%

23%

3%

42%

<1%

57%

1%
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In 2020, 54% of IEP students intend to continue  
United States.

In 2025, 26% of IEP 
students intended to 
continue further (non-
IEP) study in the 
United States.
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Percent of IEP Students Intending to Pursue Further 
non-IEP Study at U.S. Institutions 

Affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

Not affiliated with a higher 
education institution (HEI)

40% 11%
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IEP Data and the International Student Census
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International 
Student Census

Intensive English 
Program Survey
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International 
Student Census

Intensive English 
Program Survey

Only accredited higher 
education institutions

2024/25 academic year

IEPs in higher 
education and 
independent providers

January 2025 –
December 2025
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Intensive English students

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

2004/05 2009/10 2014/15 2019/20 2024/25

IEP Enrollment as a Percent of All International Students

All other international students
1%

3%
4%

2%
5%



opendoorsdata.org #OpenDoorsReport#NAFSA2026

Enrollment Trends by Percent Change % Change - IEP

% Change – All Int’l Students 
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Open Doors Website: www.opendoorsdata.org 

66,033


	Open Doors® �Intensive English Programs (IEP) �Data Release
	Intensive English Program (IEP) Survey
	Intensive English Program (IEP) Survey
	IEPs: Number of Institutions by Program Type
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	IEPs: Student Enrollment by Program Type
	IEPs: Student Enrollment, 2024 & 2025
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Average IEP Weeks per Student�
	Average IEP Weeks per Student�
	Average IEP Weeks by Program Type�
	Slide Number 18
	Students by Visa Status, 2023 - 2025�
	IEP Students by Visa Status by Program Type�
	IEP Students by Visa Status by Program Type, 2023 - 2025
	Slide Number 22
	Percent of IEP Students Intending to Pursue Further non-IEP Study at U.S. Institutions �
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29

