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International Student Census

Who is 

Surveyed?

Close to 3,000

U.S. higher 

education 

institutions
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International Student Census

Who is 

Surveyed?

Close to 3,000

U.S. higher 

education 

institutions

Who is 

Counted?

International Students

Enrolled and on

Optional Practical 

Training (OPT)

What 

Time Frame?

2024/25 

Academic Year
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1,177,766

international 

students     
were at U.S. 

institutions in 
2024/25 
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20 Years of International Student Trends
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International Students by Academic Level

Undergraduate

357,231

+4%

Graduate 

488,481

-3% 

OPT

294,253

+21%

Non-degree

37,801

-2%



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25

International Students New to U.S. Institutions

opendoorsdata.org  |  International Student Census, 2024/25

277,118



International students 

came from over  

200 places of 

origin 
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 India 363,019

 China 265,919

 South Korea 42,293

Top Places of Origin
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International Students by Place of Origin
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International Students by Top Places of Origin
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Doctoral Universities Master's Colleges and
Universities

Baccalaureate Colleges Associate's Colleges Special Focus Institutions

Average Number of Countries by Institutional Type

Associateôs 

Colleges

Baccalaureate 

Colleges

Doctoral 

Universities

Masterôs Colleges 

& Universities

Special Focus 

Institutions

26 23
31

37

82
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Selected Regional Places of Origin
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India 363,019

Vietnam 25,584

Nepal 24,890

Bangladesh 20,156

Pakistan 13,165

Spain 9,229

Italy 6,744

Ukraine 2,346

Azerbaijan 1,329

Portugal 1,137

Colombia 10,213

Peru 5,667

Ecuador 3,282

Bahamas 2,764

Honduras 2,548

Nigeria 21,847

Ghana 12,825

Ethiopia 3,395

South Africa 2,952

Zimbabwe 2,712

842,885 

+5%

93,361 

+3%

87,932 

+2%

65,385

+15%

Asia Europe
Latin America & 

Caribbean

Sub-Saharan 

Africa



International students 

make up 6% of total 

U.S. higher education
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Top Destination States

 California

 New York

 Texas

 Massachusetts

 Illinois

 Pennsylvania

 Florida

 Michigan

 Ohio

 Missouri
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International Student Destinations

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org

Ó 50,000

10,000 ï 49,999

5,000 ï 9,999

Ò 5,000

opendoorsdata.org  |  International Student Census, 2024/25

International Student Destinations

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.orgopendoorsdata.org  |  International Student Census, 2024/25

International Student Growth by Institutional Type

+8%

Baccalaureate 

Colleges
+2%

+8%

+4%

-1%

Associateôs Colleges

Doctoral Universities

Masterôs Colleges & Universities

Special 

Focus



57% of 

international 

students studied 

in STEM fields
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Engineering

217,016  |  +3%

Math & Computer Science

305,377  |  +9%

Business & Management

159,857  | 0%

Social Sciences

86,006  |  +2%

Physical & Life Sciences

95,667  |  +8%
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International Students by Field of Study
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Fields of Study by Academic Level

18%

11%
12%

21%

18%

27%

8%

10%10%

7%

Undergraduate Graduate

Undergraduate STEM

Graduate STEM

43%

64%

Social Sciences
Physical and Life 

Sciences

Business and 

Management

Math and Computer 

Science 
Engineering



In 2024, international 

students contributed 

$55 billion to the 

U.S. economy 

-U.S. Department of Commerce
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Virginia Washington

+93 

million

Minnesota UtahTexas Tennessee

Arizona Wisconsin
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Largest Increases in Economic Impact by State

+86 

million

+32 

million

+31 

million

+30 

million

+30 

million

+24 

million

+14 

million

NAFSA: Association of International Educators and JB International

https://www.nafsa.org/policy-and-advocacy/policy-resources/nafsa-international-student-economic-value-tool-v2
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59%

82%

36%

13%

Graduate

Undergraduate
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International Studentsô Primary Sources of Funding

Current Employment/ 

OPT

International 

Organizations

Personal and 

Family
Foreign Private 

Sponsor

Foreign Govôt 

or University
Other Sources

U.S. College or 

University



Global 

Mobility
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United States

Canada

United Kingdom

Australia

France

Germany

Russia*

South Korea

China*

Spain

All others

16%

11%

10%

7%

6%

5%

5%

4%

3%

2%

31%

*UNESCO, 2025

Leading Host Destinations

Reporting Year 2025



2025

2015

2005

United States

Canada

United Kingdom

Australia

France

Germany

Russia*

South Korea

China*

Spain

1,177,766

789,790

732,285

499,371

430,466

379,939
336,453

253,434

194,327

159,032

*UNESCO, 2025

Top Global Hosts of International Students

Reporting Years 2005, 2015, 2025

United States

United Kingdom

China

Germany

France

Australia

Canada

Japan

Netherlands

New Zealand

974,926

493,570

377,054

301,350

298,902

269,752

268,659

139,185

90,389

46,659

2015 - 5 Million 2025 - 7 Million
United States

United Kingdom*

France

Germany

Canada

Australia

Japan

Netherlands

New Zealand*

China*

565,039

318,399

265,710

246,300

166,872
160,000

117,302

48,900

40,774

36,386

2005 - 3 Million



Fall 2025 

Snapshot



Information and key 

points go into IIE 

Grey boxes with 

Arial 20pt white 

centered font-1%
international 

students

828 institutional 

responses

1.

Fall 2025 Snapshot on International Student Enrollment, November 2025

Fall 2025 International Student Enrollment Snapshot



Information and key 

points go into IIE 

Grey boxes with 

Arial 20pt white 

centered font

Information and key 

points go into IIE 

Grey boxes with 

Arial 20pt white 

centered font84% 
of U.S. institutions 

consider 

international 

student recruitment 

a priority

2.

Fall 2025 Snapshot on International Student Enrollment, November 2025

Recruitment Remains Strong
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Who is 

Surveyed?

U.S. Study Abroad Overview

Over 2,000

accredited U.S. higher 

education institutions 

awarding credit for 

study abroad

opendoorsdata.org  |  U.S. Study Abroad, 2023/24
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Who is 

Surveyed?

U.S. Study Abroad Overview

Over 2,000

accredited U.S. higher 

education institutions 

awarding credit for 

study abroad

Who is 

Counted?

U.S. Citizens and 

Permanent Residents

receiving credit from 

their home institution 

for study abroad

What 

Time Frame?

2023/24 Academic Year

Study abroad from 

Fall 2023 - Summer 2024

opendoorsdata.org  |  U.S. Study Abroad, 2023/24



298,180
U.S. students 

studied abroad in 
2023/24
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U.S. Study Abroad Trends

298,180



U.S. students studied 

abroad in more than

170 

destinations 2023/24
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Leading U.S. Study Abroad Destinations

 Italy 45,067

 Spain 36,826

 United Kingdom 36,450

 France 16,740

 Japan 11,217

 Ireland 10,218

 Germany 9,682

 Greece 6,782

 Australia 6,509

 South Korea 6,184
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Leading Destinations at All-Time Highs
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Greece Italy

5,421 6,782 45,067

Portugal South KoreaJapan

11,217 1,963 6,184

Spain

36,826

Denmark



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org

Mid-Length 
One/two quarters or 

semester

Long-term
Academic year or 

calendar year

Short-term
8 weeks or less 

during the academic 

year or summer

Duration of U.S. Study Abroad

62%

36%

2%

2023/24

opendoorsdata.org  |  U.S. Study Abroad, 2023/24
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Mid-Length 

One/two quarters or 

semester

Long-term

Academic year or 

calendar year

Short-term

8 weeks or less 

during the 

academic year or 

summer

Duration of U.S. Study Abroad by Institutional Type
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63%

35%

Doctoral Universities

67%

31%

Masterôs Colleges and Universities

45%

52%

Baccalaureate Colleges

84%

15%

Associateôs Colleges

65%

30%

Special Focus Institutions
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Top Sending States

 California

 New York

 Texas

 Pennsylvania

 Massachusetts

 Florida

 North Carolina

 Indiana

 Georgia

 Virginia
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U.S. Study Abroad by U.S. State or Territory
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U.S. Study Abroad by U.S. State or Territory



1 in 10 

U.S. undergraduate 

students studied 

abroad in 2023/24
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Business and 

Management

22%

Social 

Sciences

18%

Physical and 

Life Sciences

8%

Engineering

6%

Foreign Language and 

International Studies

5%

Fine and 

Applied Arts

7%

Health 

Professions

6%

Communications 

and Journalism

5%

U.S. Study Abroad Fields of Study
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17,426 

students participated 

in online global 

learning


