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International Scholars Overview

Who is Surveyed?

Close to 1,700 U.S. 

higher education 

institutions hosting 

international scholars
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International Scholars Overview

Who is Counted?

International Scholars

▪ Post-doctoral scholars

▪ Visiting lecturers/professors/faculty

▪ Visiting researchers

▪ Short-term scholars

▪ Visiting specialists

What Timeframe?

2022/23 

Academic Year

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023



102,366 
international 

scholars

were at U.S. 

institutions in 

2022/23 
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20 Years of International Scholars Trends
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International Scholars by Place of Origin

≥ 5,000

1,000 – 4,999

500 – 999

< 500

❶ China 19,556

❷ India 16,068

❸ South Korea 6,646

Top Places of Origin
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Leading Places of Origin of International Scholars
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International Scholars by World Region of Origin
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International Scholars by World Region of Origin
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Leading Places of Origin Totals Rebound

EgyptBangladesh Brazil Colombia

PakistanMexico NigeriaIran

+36% +36% +21% +18%

+27% +15% +43% +29%

Argentina

India

+9%

+8%
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International Scholars by Leading State

≥ 5,000

2,000 – 4,999

500 – 1,999

< 500

Top Destination States

❶ California

❷ Massachusetts 

❸ New York

❹ Pennsylvania

❺ Texas
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Institutional Type of International Scholars

92%

6%

1%
1% <1%

59%

41%

Institutional SectorInstitutional Type

Doctoral 

Universities

Special Focus 

Institutions

Master's Colleges 

and Universities

Baccalaureate 

Colleges

Associate's Colleges

Public

Private not-for-

profit

Private for-profit



Three out of four 

international 

scholars pursued 

research activities. 
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Primary Function of International Scholars
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9%

7%
4%

3%

76%
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Leading Specializations of International Scholars

78% of international scholars focused their academic activities in STEM fields.
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Duration of International Scholar Appointments
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Fewer institutions 

hosting international 

scholars reported 

adverse effects due 

to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org  |  International Scholars, 2022/23

Institutional Impacts on International Scholars
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86% 

of institutions 

reported providing 

COVID-19 related 

support to 

international scholars 

in 2022/23.
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The Open Doors 2023 

publication has arrived now 

in digital and print!

Order your copy at: 

https://opendoorsdata.org/



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org  |  International Scholars, 2022/23

Explore Open Doors 

2023 data today
on our website!

opendoorsdata.org

for 90,891 international 

scholars from around the 

world and counting…



Continue
the Conversation

Open Doors inquiries

opendoors@iie.org

Press inquiries

press@iie.org

Follow @ECAatState, 

@EducationUSA, @IIEGlobal, 

and @IIEResearch on social media 

Join the conversation by tagging 

your posts #OpenDoorsReport
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