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Open Doors is produced by the Institute of International Education with the 

support of the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.
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Who is Surveyed? Who is Counted?

U.S. intensive 

English programs 
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Who is Surveyed? Who is Counted? What Timeframe?

U.S. intensive 

English programs 

that enrolled 

international 

students

International 

students enrolled in 

a U.S. intensive 

English program

2021 Calendar 

Year 
(January – December)

Intensive English Program (IEP) Survey
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39,352 international 

students at 330 IEPs 

studied intensive 

English for 467,368

student-weeks in 

calendar year 2021.
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Intensive English program impacts due to COVID-19

Program budget cuts

Staff or teaching layoffs/furloughs

Combined classroom  levels

Program restructure

Permanent program closure

Increased communication on health and well-being

Increased virtual outreach and recruitment

Invested in course or curriculum redevelopment

Invested in technological equipment for online study

‘20

‘21
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Predominant mode of studyMajority of IEPs have returned to in-person instruction
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IEP Enrollments by State

California

New York 

500 - 999

> 1,500

Data not available

1,000 – 1,500
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9,030
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< 500
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IEP Top Places of Origin in 2021
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In 2020, 54% of IEP students intend to continue further (non

United States.

In 2021, 32% of IEP 

students intend to 

continue further (non-

IEP) study in the 

United States.
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Special analysis: 

IEP by program types
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10%

10%

Types of intensive English programs

Governed by college or 

university

Independent provider 

affiliated with HEI

Independent provider not 

affiliated with HEI

90% affiliated with a higher 

education institution (HEI)
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IEP Top Places of Origin 2021

Affiliated with a higher 

education institution (HEI)

Not Affiliated with a higher 

education institution (HEI)
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Percent of IEP students intending to pursue further non-IEP 
study at U.S. institutions 

Affiliated with a higher 

education institution (HEI)

Not Affiliated with a higher 

education institution (HEI)

58% 6%
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Special Analysis:

Year on year 
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Year over year 

comparison from IEPs 

reporting in both 2020 

and 2021 found

-29% students

-31% student weeks
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IEP Data and the International Student Census
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International 
Student 
Census

Intensive 
English 
Program 
Survey
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International 

Student Census

Intensive English 

Program Survey

Only accredited higher 

education institutions

2020/21 academic 

year

IEPs in higher 

education and 

independent providers

January 2021 –

December 2021
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Enrollment Trends by Percent Change
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Additional Resources
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Open Doors Website:  www.opendoorsdata.org 


