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1,075,496 international students
studied in the U.S. in 2019/20, including those in academic 
programs and on Optional Practical Training (OPT).

International Students in the United States 

TOP 10 PLACES OF ORIGIN FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

53% of international students came from 
China and India. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 1949/50 - 2019/20

In 2019/20, the total number of international students in the 
United States declined by 1.8% over the prior academic year.

TOP 8 FIELDS OF STUDY FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

52% of international students 
pursued majors in STEM fields. 
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Undergraduate students made up the largest proportion 
of international students in the United States.

1-YEAR CHANGE IN LEADING PLACES OF ORIGIN OF 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
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RECENT TRENDS IN NEW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS* 
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PRIMARY SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

International 
funding 

U.S. funding Other 
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U.S. DESTINATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

1out of 3 international students studied in   
 California, New York, or Texas.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AS A PROPORTION OF TOTAL U.S. 
HIGHER EDUCATION

International students made up 

5.5% of students in higher education.
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Source: The Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange is a comprehensive information resource on 
international students in the United States and U.S. students studying abroad. It is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State 
with funding provided by the U.S. Government and is published by IIE. For more information, visit www.opendoorsdata.org.

*New international students enrolled for the first 
time at their U.S. higher education institution.
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