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International Students in the U.S. 

1,078,822 international students 

studied at U.S. colleges and universities in 2016/17. 52% of international students come from China and 
India.
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1,095,299 international students 

were in the U.S. in 2018/19, including those in academic 

programs and Optional Practical Training (OPT).

OPT increased by 10%, the fastest growing
 academic level.
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In 2018/19 there was an increase of 0.05% over the prior 
year in the number of international students in the United States.   

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  U . S .  1948/49 – 2018/ 19

-0.9%

A C A D E M I C  L E V E L S  O F  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T S

1,200,000

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1948/49 1958/59 1968/69 1978/ 79 1988/89 1998/99 2008/09 2018/ 19

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000
2012/13 2013/ 14 2014/ 15 2015/ 16 2016/ 17 2017/ 18 2018/ 19

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

2014/ 15 2015/ 16 2016/ 17 2017/ 18 2018/ 19

Math &  
Computer  

Science 
+9.4%

U. S . D E S T IN AT I O N S O F IN T E R N AT I O N A L S T U D E N T S

> 50,000
10,000 - 49,999
5,000 - 9,999
< 4,999

1 out of  3 International students 
studies in California, New York, or Texas.
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Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange is a comprehensive information resource on 
international students and U.S. students studying abroad.  It is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State with 
funding provided by the U.S. Government and is published by IIE. For more information,visit www.iie.org/opendoors.
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U.S. Study Abroad Students

Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange is a comprehensive information resource on 
international students and U.S. students studying abroad.  It is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State with 
funding provided by the U.S. Government and is published by IIE. For more information,visit www.iie.org/opendoors.
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1 in 10 U.S. undergraduates studies abroad before graduating.   

Canada, Mexico and United Kingdom 
are the top 3 hosts of U.S. non-credit education abroad.

341,751 U.S. students 

studied abroad for academic credit in 2017/18.

Europe hosts over half of U.S. study abroad students.

The proportion of underrepresented students studying abroad  
has increased modestly over the past ten years.

38,401 U.S. students participated in non-credit work, 
internships, volunteering, and research abroad, in addition to the 
341,751 who received academic credit for study abroad in 2017/18.
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32% of U.S. study abroad students 
are hosted by the United Kingdom, Italy, and Spain.  
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In 2017/18 there was an increase of 3% over the prior year           
in the number of U.S. students studying abroad.  
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