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Å Centralized way to connect to IIE and have access to our 

numerous programs, resources and events.

Å Institutional paid membership, runs on academic year calendar. 

Up to 8 designees can access all membership benefits.

Å Benefits include: 

V Premium access to Open Doors data

V Print & online publications

V Member communications

V Webinars and scholarship opportunities

V Exclusive discounts

www.iie.org/IIENetwork | Membership@iie.org
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Open Doors is produced by the Institute of International Education with the 

support of the U.S. Department of Stateôs Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.
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.  and not enrolled as a 

student at your U.S. 

college or university. 

Who is Surveyed? Who is Counted? What Timeframe?

1,670 accredited 

U.S. higher 

education institutions 

that hosted 

international 

scholars

Institutions 

reported data from

July 1, 2019 ï

June 30, 2020

Does reflect 

scholars impacted 

by COVID-19

International scholars overview

Individuals on 

nonimmigrant visas 

engaged in temporary 

academic activities 

and not enrolled as a 

student at a higher 

education institution
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U.S. higher education institutions hosted 123,508 international 

scholars in 2019/20. The COVID-19 pandemic contributed to a    

9.6 percent decrease from the prior year. 
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International scholars in the United States

74,571
82,905

106,123

116,917

134,014

123,508

0

40,000

80,000

120,000

160,000

1999/00 2003/04 2007/08 2011/12 2015/16 2019/20



#OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org

International scholars in the United States

134,379 135,009 136,563
123,508

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20

+0.3% +0.5% +1.2%

-9.6%
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4,592 international scholars had planned to come to the 
United States but canceled their plans.

COVID-19 resulted in international scholar cancellations and 

deferrals

An additional 5,017 international scholars deferred

their travel to a future date.
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Leading places of origin for international scholars

2/16/2021 #OpenDoorsReportopendoorsdata.org #IEW2020

Canada

4,399

Brazil

4,268

UK

2,458

France

3,434

Italy

3,577

Germany

4,177

India

13,511

China

42,863

South Korea

7,007

Japan

3,566

2,450 ï5,000

Top 3


